
Creating Our Future Together
Defining Our Mission 

Throughout 2019 and 2020, the Vestry will be seeking your input in a variety of ways to help us discern 
what God is calling us to do and who God is calling us to be as St. Paul’s Episcopal Cathedral. With the 
guidance of the Holy Spirit, we will seek to create our future together spiritually, collaboratively and 
strategically. Your input matters! To help provide focus in our parish life, we will be revising our current 
mission statement. An effective mission statement: 

1)  Connects to the values of the group/organization. 
2)  States the “why” a group exists in actionable terms. 
3)  Includes both what a group does and what they want to do in the future. 
4)  Challenges the group. 
5)  Uses verbs to describe the action. 
6)  Says something substantial in a succinct way.  

Please use this form to jot down your thoughts about our church’s purpose. 

The teachings of Jesus have given the church in every age some direction as to what we as his followers 
are to be and do. Please read and reflect on the following passages of Scripture before answering the 
questions on the back. 

Matthew 22:34-40 
34 When the Pharisees heard that he had silenced the Sadducees, they gathered together, 35and one of 
them, a lawyer, asked him a question to test him. 36‘Teacher, which commandment in the law is the 
greatest?’ 37He said to him, ‘ “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, 
and with all your mind.” 38This is the greatest and first commandment. 39And a second is like it: “You shall 
love your neighbor as yourself.” 40On these two commandments hang all the law and the prophets.

Matthew 25:34-40                                                                                                                                       
34Then the king will say to those at his right hand, “Come, you that are blessed by my Father, inherit the 
kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world; 35for I was hungry and you gave me food, I 
was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me, 36I was naked 
and you gave me clothing, I was sick and you took care of me, I was in prison and you visited me.” 37Then 
the righteous will answer him, “Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry and gave you food, or thirsty 
and gave you something to drink? 38And when was it that we saw you a stranger and welcomed you, or 
naked and gave you clothing? 39And when was it that we saw you sick or in prison and visited you?” 40And 
the king will answer them, “Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of the least of these who are members 
of my family, you did it to me.” 

Matthew 28:19-20                                                                                                                                                                     
Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son 
and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything that I have commanded you.

Please see the next page. 

Please complete the following mad lib: 

When I tell people that I belong to St. Paul’s Cathedral they always seem a little 
___________ at first. “That _________ church on Pearl Street in downtown Buffalo?” feeling                        
adjective



they ask.
                                                 
 “What’s that church like?” I ___________ tell them that St. Paul’s
                                                                adverb    
 is a really ___________ church. When I explain what I like best about St. Paul’s, I 
                          adjective                
mention the _______________________and the_______________________. 
                                              noun                                                         noun

Please provide short answers to the following questions: 

1) Why do you come to St. Paul’s Cathedral? 

2) How does our existence as St. Paul’s support God’s mission in the world?

3) What are we to be as a church? (Who and what are we?) 

4) What are we to do as a church? (What does God want to be accomplished in the 
world?) 


